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Parent Information Night (2011-2012)

Class Websites
Due to a limited number of copies allotted to each teacher, we encourage you to view and print class information on our Blackboard websites.  You may access our class webpages by going to http://douglas.wcpss.net/ 

Click on “Classrooms” ( Click on 1st Grade (  Click on the link for your child’s teacher.

First Grade Homework

The first grade team has worked together to design a weekly homework plan that will compliment the activities happening in the classroom as well as encourage the development of each student’s multiple intelligences.  The homework folder and day-by-day activity chart will be sent home every Monday along with a homework journal.  Please see your teacher to see if the completed homework is expected daily or all at once at the end of the week.

· Homework Folders/Journals

Weekly homework is sent home Monday.  Assignments may be turned in as they are completed and all assignments must be turned in by Friday at the latest.  
First Grade Curriculum
· Math

The program that we use for teaching math is called Math Expressions.  The program emphasizes hands on activities and problem solving.  The students work independently, in small groups, and in large groups when using manipulatives and solving problems.  


Ways to help at home 

-Grouping and counting objects by 2s, 5s, and 10s.

-Comparing and ordering numbers and sets.

-Estimating.

-Recognizing equivalence in numbers or sets.

-Memorizing addition & subtraction facts to ten.

-Expressing their thinking when solving addition or subtraction problems.

-Making patterns.

-Sharing a set equally between 2 or 3 groups.

-Telling time to the hour and half hour.

· Daily 5: Read to Self, Read to Someone, Listen to Reading, Work on Writing, Word Work
The Daily 5 is designed so that students will work independently to master literacy skills.  Students will conference with the teacher in small groups and individually.  Each student will have a Daily 5 record sheet to keep track of his/her literacy progress and goals.
· Strategies to help with Reading

We have learned these strategies for figuring out words we don’t know and will be working with them all year.

1)   Look at the Picture

2)  Sound it out

3)  Guess & Check- I think it might be this word so I will try it in the sentence.  At the end of the sentence 
     check to see if the sentence makes sense.

4)  Find little words I know- If the word is upon- cover up the part you do not know.  Say to yourself I 
     know xxon is the word on.  Try to figure out the rest of the word.

5)  Skip it and read the rest of the sentence- At the end of the sentence, think about what word would 
     fit in the sentence based on the pictures, beginning of the word, or end of the word. 

· Comprehension

All of these questions are samples for you to have an idea of what to ask.  You may ask them the way 
they are written, or reword them to fit your child better.

Before Reading
-Look at the Front of the Book…

~What do you see in the picture?

~What do you think the book will be about?

~Who is in the book?

~Where are the characters?

~How can you tell _____?

~Why is the character ________?

-Do a Picture Walk- go through the book looking at the pictures and talking about what you see in the pictures.  (We do not look at words during a picture walk.)

During Reading
Stop at different places in the book (you may want to set a stopping place, for example every 3rd 
page, or you may want to stop after an exciting part).

~What has happened so far?

~Why is the character acting in the way he/she is?

~What else can you tell me about ________?

~Where is the character?  

~Has the character been other places?  Why did he move?

~Why is the character feeling this way?

~What do you think will happen next?

~What could the character have done differently?

~Would that have changed the story?

After Reading
~What can you tell me about the story?

~Who are the characters in the story?

~Where does this story take place/What is the setting?

~What does this story make you think about?

~Has anything like this happened to you?

~Can you tell me the main events in order?  What happened first, next, last?
· Word Identification and Practice
-Look for word wall words/word family words in the story.

-Count the number of times a word wall word/word family word is used in the story.

-Take words from the book and play a game- ex. Memory.

-Use index cards to make the pieces and try to match the words.

-Make your own book based on the story the students are reading.

· Writing

First grade is using Writer’s Workshop modeled after Lucy Calkins to teach writing.  It includes a mini-lesson, independent writing time for children, conference time between student and teacher, and share time.  Students work at their own pace in their independent writing and apply the mini-lesson skills to their work. 

The main objectives in first grade writing are:

*Pre-writing Skills- drawing pictures, making a bubble map

*Capitalization- beginning of a sentence, proper nouns



*Punctuation- periods and question marks

*Focusing on the topic- all sentences about the same topic

*Writing multiple sentences

Ways to help at home 

-Have your child keep a journal of his/her experiences

-Ask for more details about the picture or story

-Check for matching ideas- the words match the picture

-Have your child use labels in their pictures

-Check for capitals and periods in your child’s writing

-Help organize thoughts by using a bubble map

Assessments, Conferences, and Grading

Assessments

Students are assessed in numerous ways: observations, performance tasks, running records, formal testing, class or individual projects.  Samples of student work are kept in an individual assessment folder.  Students are assessed using Standards Based Grading - Level 1, 2, 3, or 4.  Although informal and observational assessments are used most often in first grade, there will be time at the end of the quarter for formal assessments and running records.

Report Cards/Conferences

· Report Cards - 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Quarters

· Conferences - 1st & 4th Quarters, additional conferences upon request.
· **1st Quarter Conferences are coming up!  Sign-up and check the dates for your child’s teacher.**
Standards Based Grading

Level 1: student shows insufficient performance of standards

Level 2: student inconsistently shows understanding of the standard, even with teacher support

Level 3: student consistently shows understanding of the standards, and may be able to show understanding in different ways
Level 4: student shows exceptional knowledge and problem solving, makes connections to other content areas, and demonstrates a higher level of thinking for that objective

*Receiving a level 4 is not determined only by above grade level work.
Field Trips

· Mufaro's Beautiful Daughters: October 27th at 11:45 am

· Sticks and Stones: January 24th and 25th
· Our Living Planet: April 10th and 11th
· Peter and the Wolf: April 26th at 11:45 am
Cost/Permission Slips- Ample notice will be given once field trip dates are finalized.  Please return all permission slips and money by their due date.  It is EXTREMELY difficult on the morning of the field trip to collect permission slips & money, get it receipted and turned into the office before we leave.  All permission slips are two sided and must be filled out completely so that your child may go with us.  

Volunteers- If you are interested in chaperoning a field trip(s) you will need to have your clearance completed and approved prior to the trip.  The number of chaperons is on a case-by-case basis.  Chaperons need to provide their own transportation and entrance fee.
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