First Grade Classroom Behavior Plan

2013 – 2014 School Year
Dear Parent,

This year, our first grade class will be using a color card classroom management system. We will use a behavior chart with color cards to encourage children to make positive choices throughout the day. Our class practiced using the cards last week and we are now ready to officially start our behavior plan.
With our color card chart, each child has eight cards: gold, purple, blue, green, yellow, orange, red, and black.  Gold is the highest card and black is the lowest card. Each day, all the children start the day on green. Any time a student shows good behavior, he/she can turn his/her card up to a higher color. 

Green, blue, purple, and gold are all good cards. If a child shows model behavior, he/she can turn his/her card to blue and then to purple. If a child is recognized for excellent behavior a third time, he/she moves to gold, which is “off the charts.” Your child will then get a special note home for outstanding work! For more explanation, please see the following page for examples.
On the other hand, if a child does not follow our class rules, he/she will be asked to turn his/her cards down a color. (Class rules are attached.) Turning to a yellow card is a warning. The orange card is a time out card. (This means the child is asked to leave the rest of the students and go to a separate space in the room, such as a chair next to the teacher’s desk.) Turning to a red card means that we will be writing a note home about what happened at school that day. Turning to a black card means we will call home and your child will explain the choices he/she made. Throughout the day, students have opportunities to demonstrate appropriate behavior and work their way back up to a good color.
Each day, the children will color in a card sheet to show you which color they were on by the end of the day. This sheet will come home in the green Douglas folder each day. You can support our behavior plan by initialing this sheet and talking with your child daily about his/her behavior at school.

If you have any questions or concerns about the color card system, feel free to contact us at school by email (kcaldwell@wcpss.net), by phone (919-881-4984), or by sending a note in your child’s book bag.

Thank you for all your support! 

Sincerely,

Kristen Caldwell
A student’s day using the color cards might look like this:

1. Molly arrives at school. Like every morning, she starts out on green.

2. Molly talks to another student in circle during a story. Ms. Caldwell reminds her that she should be listening to the story and should not be talking. Molly continues to talk to the other student. Ms. Caldwell tells her to turn her card down to yellow and tells her to remember that our class has a rule that says, “We listen to each other.”

3. Ms. Caldwell now puts Molly in a new place in circle away from the student with whom she was talking. A few minutes later, Molly again disrupts the story by talking with another student. She is now asked to turn her card to orange (the time out card). The teacher asks her to go sit at her desk until the story is over. She can still hear the story from her desk, but she is now is sitting in a separate space. After the story, Molly is called back to sit with the rest of the class to try again to make good choices.

3. Later in the day, Molly is one of the quietest students in the lunch line. Ms. Caldwell thanks her for showing model behavior and tells her she can turn her card back up to yellow.

4. That afternoon, Molly helps another student with his work without being asked. She now can turn her card up to green.

5. After math, she cleans up trash off the floor that did not belong to her. Ms. Caldwell tells her she can now turn her card up to blue!

At the end of the day, Molly is on blue. Even though she had difficulty in the morning, she worked hard to make good choices the rest of the day. Overall, she had a good day and earned a great card by dismissal time.

Our Class Rules

Created by: Ms. Caldwell’s Class

1. Treat other people the way you want to be treated.
2. Be nice – don’t be a bully.
3. Listen to each other.
4. Have fun.
My  Behavior  Today

  gold

I  am  off  the  charts  for  great  behavior!


I  am  setting  an  outstanding  example  for  others!


I  am  setting  a  great  example  for  others! 


I  am  helping  us  learn  and  care  for  each  other. 

I  am  thinking  about  better  choices  and  changing

my  behavior. 

I  am  taking  time  out  in  a  separate  space. 


I am helping  write  a  note  home  about  my  behavior.





The  teacher  is  calling  home  about  my  behavior.

