

Fiction (make-believe story)
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Personal Narrative (capture one small moment of your life)

Non-Fiction / Report (real, true information about any topic)

How – To Story (tell someone how to do or make something)

Poetry (use rhyming words)

Letter (friendly letter, not, or thank you letter)



· Have a “SQUIRT” time at home (Sustained, Quiet, Uninterrupted Reading Time) for everyone in the family.
[image: image2.wmf]
· Cook a meal with your child and have him/her read the recipe.  
· When you go out to dinner, have your child read the menu to you.
· Be explorers!  Create a neighborhood map and take a walk together, or plan a drive together, using directions.
· Make a list before shopping and encourage your child to read the list and shop with you.
· Give children responsible jobs at home.  Vary the jobs from week to week.
· Make sharing time special.  Share your job or your day with your child.  
· Encourage your child to share about his/her day.
· Use household tasks to categorize: sorting laundry by color, putting away groceries by food groups, arranging toys on a shelf by size, stacking records by title.
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[image: image4.wmf]Use these tips and suggestions to support your child’s literacy development.  If you continue to practice reading behaviors at home this summer, your child will be better prepared for second grade and will gain confidence as a reader.

What do readers do to help understand and enjoy their reading?

· Use their schema to make connections between what they already know and what they read in the text or other texts.

· [image: image5.wmf]Ask questions before, during and after reading.

· Make, confirm, and adjust predictions.

· Use clues in the text and their schema to infer meaning.  
· Visualize what they are reading (create mental images).

· Sequence events in order (retell the story).

· Summarize the most important events.

What do readers do when they come to a word they don’t know?

· Look at the picture and think about the story.

· Go back, point and slide under the word, and reread the sounds.

· [image: image6.wmf]Find a part of the word you know (chunks in words).

What Can We Do This Summer?  
· Follow recipes to make favorite dishes and desserts

· Write letters or emails to friends and family members

· Write messages to each other around the house

· Write thank you notes

· Go on a sight word search in the newspaper

· Make your own greeting cards

· Write a schedule for a fun day of activities together

· Write and read events on a calendar
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· Play board games (read the directions and/or game cards)

· Write and perform a puppet show or play

· Create imaginative and personal narratives together

· Write a family vacation journal

· Read menus at restaurants

· Have a book talk around the kitchen table (everyone talks about what they are reading)

· Set aside regular reading time

· Visit your public library on a regular basis

· Visit museums and share in the reading of signs at the exhibits

· Read stories out loud to your child
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What Should We Do When Reading Aloud to Our Child?

· Find a comfortable, relaxing place to read

· Choose a book that your child AND you will enjoy

· Vary the type (fiction/non-fiction) and the length of books  
· Encourage your child to join in the reading of parts that repeat

· Encourage your child to make comments and predictions before, during and after reading

· Read at a good pace (not too fast or slow)

· Read with expression (change your voice for different characters)

· Ask some questions that promote discussion (not yes/no questions)

· Discuss the connections you make with your own personal experiences or with other books you have read

How Can We Support Our Child While He/She is Reading?

If he/she makes a mistake:

1. Don’t jump in to correct. Take time to let your child feel like an accomplished reader.

2. Give the child time to notice that the word is incorrect and encourage him/her to reread and say all the sounds in the word.

3. [image: image9.wmf]Encourage them to cross check (does the word look right, sound right and make sense in the story)

Use questions like these as guided prompts:  
Make sure to use these questions as guides instead of only relying on “sounding out”

Ask:  What word would make sense in this sentence?  OR  What could the word be?

Say:  Cover part of the word and read one part of the word.  OR  Get your mouth ready to say the first sound in the word.  OR  Slide your finger under the word and say all the sounds.

Ask:  You said, “_____”…  Does the word sound right?  Does the word look right?  Does the word make sense in the sentence?

Say:  Keep your finger on the word, finish the sentence and then look at the picture.  Pretend the word is covered.

Ask:  What word would make sense in that place?


Before Reading

· Look at the title, author, and pictures

· Talk about what you already know about the topic of the book

· Predict what will happen or what will be learned

· Make connections with your own life experiences or with other books you have read

· Ask any questions – what do you want to find out?

During Reading

· Talk about the illustrations

· Change predictions and create new predictions based on what has already been read

· Talk about how the characters might feel during parts of the story

· Make connections with your own life experiences or with other books you have read

· Based on what you have read, infer what will happen next

After Reading

· Retell the story

· Illustrate your favorite part

· Discuss how your predictions compared to the actual events

· Make connections with your own life experiences or with other books you have read

What Are Some Questions to Discuss After Reading?

· Would you like to have a friend like the main character?  Why or why not?

· Would you have made the same choices as a certain character?  Which ones? Or What would you have decided?

· Would you recommend this book to a friend?  Why?

· What would you tell a person that this book is mostly about?

· What do you think would happen in a sequel to this book?

**Additional suggestions and worksheets can be printed off Mrs. Price’s Class Website! **
