Fiction Retelling Practice:  1st Grade
When retelling a fiction story, the goal is for your child to tell about the setting, characters, main events, and personal connections without prompting. You can simply ask, “Tell me about the book.”  If your child leaves out a section below, prompt them by asking the questions listed.
	
	Question you ask your child
	How your child answers the question

	Characters
	Who was the story about? 
	Tell about the most important people or things in the story.

Tell some important things about them. 

Include their personality (inside and outside)

Tell why you think they did what they did.


	
	Questions you ask your child
	How your child answers the question

	Setting
	Where did this story happen?

When did this story happen?


	Tell the place that the story happened.

Tell the time that the story happened.

· Time of day

· Time of year

Make sure you include why you think this.


	
	Question you ask your child
	How your child answers the question

	Events
	What happened in this story?

What else happened in this story?
	Tell the most important things that happened.

Put the important things in the correct order. 


	
	Question you ask your child
	How your child answers the question

	Personal Connections
	What does the story remind you of or make you think about?
	Make a connection to the story. You can tell:

· Something about you that is like the story

· Something you have read that is like the story
· Something you have seen or heard that is like the story.

Make sure you tell why they are alike.


*BONUS* Getting Ready for 2nd Grade!
	
	Questions you ask your child
	How your child answers the question

	Problem/ Solution
	What was the main problem?

How did they solve that problem?
	Describe what the problem was in the story.

Tell how the problem was solved. 

	
	Questions you ask your child
	How your child answers the question

	Author’s Message
	What do you think the characters learned in the story?

What does this story teach us?
	Tell what you think the characters learned. 

Tell why you think that.

Tell what you think the author wanted you to know, like the moral of the story. 


Nonfiction Retelling Practice:  1st Grade

When retelling a nonfiction book, the goal is for your child to tell about the topic, details, and connections without prompting. You can simply ask, “Tell me about the book.”  If your child leaves out a section below, prompt them by asking the questions listed.

	
	Question you ask your child
	How your child answers the question

	Topic 
	What is this book mostly about? 
	Tell the topic of the book.

Tell what the book is mainly about. 

This is usually a general idea. 


	
	Questions you ask your child
	How your child answers the question

	Details
	What does it tell us about (the topic)?

	Tell facts or information learned about the topic.  

Use specific vocabulary and examples from the book. 


	
	Question you ask your child
	How your child answers the question

	Connections
	What does the book remind you of or make you think about?
	Make a connection to the book or topic. You can tell:

· Something you already knew about the topic. 

· Something else you have read about the topic.
· Something you have seen or heard that is related to the topic. 



*BONUS* Getting Ready for 2nd Grade!
	
	Questions you ask your child
	How your child answers the question

	Key Concepts
	What are the most important ideas to remember about (the topic)?
	Tell what information is the most important to remember about the topic.  


